CPRE voices concerns at
plans for ‘new’ Horsham

A LEADING counfryside campalgn groonp las
oxpressed concerns over the massive develop-
ment proposed for Marth Florsham, which was
exclislvaly revealed in lost wook's Wesl Sus-
sex County Times.

Roger Smith of  the Cumpaien to Protect
Il Englond. (CPRE) Horsham: and Craw:
Loy Dkatrlel ralsed o serles of polnts about the
an to bulld on 800 acres of “irreplaceable
counieyside and prodactive farmland”,

And heaskod: VI8 it desirnble and sensiblo
that a substantial part of the ‘new’ Horsham
would beoowned by o single company and
eontrolled ultimately by the compaiy’s Inves-
lopg?”

Litorey Property Trost and its purtners are
malciig much of the possiblo ccontmile ben-
ofits to Horgham of thehioge expansion of the
tows, which wauld Increase (s population by
25 percont,

But Dr Smith argued: *We gquesiion Hors
shom District Councll's underlying assump-
than that the local economy can be controlled
and maoda Lo grow ot or above pre-coecession
Tevels simply by bullding thousands of housoes
and by providing a huge new business ek,

Is it desirabfe and
sensible that a
substantial part of
the '‘new’ Horsham
would be owned by
a single company
and controlled
ultimately by
the company's
investors?
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“Mew business parks do not by themsolves
cronto a domand (o afllcs space and sompee
elal facilitios.

“Far exnmple, Liberty Proporty. Trast 15
currently seekdng tenants for over 1 milllon
square feet of husiness space twwwd kings-hill,
com) at s oxisting business. park ot King's
HA, West Malling, Kent,

“The information published by WSOT scems
to Incleate that this ‘proposel mixed-tise de-
vlaprent’ wanld b, I pormiited, speealative
arid o gamble by Horsham Dlstefcl Councll
because the ddent ied ‘benefits for Horsham®
appear to ho possibilities, not certaintlos"

Ir Smith sadd It eould net he ossumed
that' the proposed. devolopment would atiract
wealth generating businesses inta tho disteict,
ereate thousands of now ‘gualily’ [ohs, enalils
a new NHS hosplial with A&E thcdlities to be
Budlt ar bo sccormpanied By a ey railwiay sta-
thom ar schools.

But he ndded: It wouldl certalnly result In
the loss of 800 acres of [rmaplacenblo commtry-

hila, aoud productive finemland,

“IEwould cortainly ereale an onRormous pe-
gultrement for new infrastricture and expand-
ed pasontinl services and hove o Tuge Innpact
on the distrlet's road network, sllwith result-
wunt costs and funding necd.”

Dr Smith questioned whether the Liborty
Property Trust would fund a new hosplial and
pay (ot all essential new Infrastructure, add
ing: “If not then whe wanlt pay?™

He alsor queried whsthare tho costs for oxtrn

infrastructure and-essentind services hod been
worked out and whether this vital nformatlon
would he avallable for pubilic serutiny ns poart
af the fortheaming pablic consiliation.

He continued: “How muny of the 4500 now
Doy would be ‘affordahle’ homes?

ST ther proposed. developent s permitiod,
woeuld HOC redocy significantly its house:
tadleing tirgets Ty B ehiest, Southwater
and Pulboraugh?
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Sign of conservation confusion

A GIVERNMENT department has oo
conservation walks dospite signs saying &n
an the north Horgham land badng eaemarkied
for 4,500 homuos.

Thee County Timas rang the Departmant
for Environment, Food und Buaral Affairs (o
find out if the land was sanbject fo any Kind

of protoction after the 'DEFRA Conservation
Walk' aign on ihe site’ north of the AZG4
featured on Lot week’s fronl page,

A media spoliesperson . sald: "W 'don't
hove any™ and thon satd A7 fho land was
an Area of Quistanding Beaaty # conld be
protectod.
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Landowners express support for multi-million pe

TWOD OF the north Horshum site
landowneors made represontations
strongly supporting developmont of the
Chennells Brook part of the site.
Huntley Farms in Three Bridgoes
and the Walton Partnaorship formed
the Chennells Brook Consoriium
and put forward a statomeont for the
North Horsham Eastern Acea option
In-Horsham's core strategy reviow as
ownors of two thirds of that site.
"Huntley Farms' paciner Stove Harvey,
the company which owns 40 per cent
af the site covered by thoe Libarly
proposal, sald ey were approached
in Septembor 2009 to sce i they wope
imtorestod in inclnding thelr Iand in the
stratogy.
In their statement they snld the

‘overall landscape condltion In the arca
is declining due to intensive arable
farming and visunl and nolse intrusion
of mnjor traffic routes'.

Mr Harvey sald 1| had been used
to try out new fertilisors when his
company baught IL

“It Is Tarmed but is really opon flolds
with cerenl erops growing there,” he
anld. |

“There 1aa 1ot of traffic In lerms of
polse and guite a lot of activity at night
with rubhish dymping.™

He sald It was not simply a2 guestion
of bhuilding lots of honses,

“The council hond to find & certain
numhber of houscs for the Horshnum
district and I think we hovo beom inoa
bit of o compolgn with Criclonny (o Loy
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and find someonée that conld offer a Lol
more thun just houses. |

“Liborty is nnusual In that it s
masterplanning rathoer thnn house
bhuilding.”

Hi sald the Liberty plan would honaofit
the community rather than just looking
to profit from a large number of houses,
with about 50 poer cont going (o open
space nnd recreation and protection
of historic monuments, ke anciend
wodalland, Moated House Farm ond an
old moat in the other part of the site.

“They seem (o go intodt nll foivly
thoronghly but they are in the early
stages in the procesys at the moment,™
he said,

If the councll did oot meot its
housing supply need, planning
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