PLANNING

Imposed housing
targets excessive’
and ‘unrealistic’

Enviranmental sustainability is
being sacrificed inthe pursuit
of excessive and unrealistic
housebuilding targets - ac-
cording toa leading Horsham
campaigner:

Roger Smith, of the Campaign
to Protect Bural England - Hor-
sham distriet branch, argues
thatanewreport shows that the
Planning Inspeclovale’s deci-
sion-making is heavily weight-
ed in fvour of developers,

The CPRE has pulilished
areport “Targeting the Coun-
Lryside’ showing that between
Mareh 2on2and May 2014 plan-
ninginspectorsoverturnedthe
decisions of local couneils on
major housing developments
ongreenfield land in 7z pereent
of cases wherethere wasno de-
lined land supply.

John Bowley, planningolfic-
erat the Campaign to Protect
Rural England whoco-ordinat-
ed the report, said: “These fig-
ures show that current policy

is encouraging unnecessary
house building in the country-
side against the wishes aflocal
people,

"We nead to see o more
teansparent and less punitive
system which does nol allow
unrealistic housing largets to
gver-ride local concerns.”

The group argues that
the National Planning Palicy
Framework, approved by the
Government in March 2012,
has left couneils withoul an
approved lacal plan powerless
todecidewhere developments
should go in their area.

It sayathat many local coun-
cilsare without alocal plandue
to the ‘onerous criterinin con-
sleucting viable plans.

D Smith argued thereport
demonstreated that contrary
to recent statements made by
Government planning minister
Erandon Lewislocal peopledid
not have a bigper say overwhere
housing goes.

He soid: "Environmental

sustainability has been sacri-
fized in the pursuit of excessive
and unrealistic house-building
Largets.

“T'he repart shows that
planning’s supposed ‘golden
thread is in reality tarnished
and base - because politicians
have made il so, Of conearn,
tao, 15 the reluctanee of coun-
cils, ineluding Horsham Dis-
trict Couneil, whose decisions
have been overturned by the
Planning Inspectorate, tochal-
lenge the Government and the
ministerwhoisafterallthe po-
litieal master of the Planning
Inspectorate-and theseeming
aequiescence and indifference
ol MPs."

He alse challenged Hor-
sham MP Francis Maude, wha
isalsoministerfor the cobinet
office, aver comments made
in May 2013 about the ‘transi-
tianal’ noture of the planning
systemwithapplications being
approved onappeal.
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TimesMr Maude said: [ believe
these problems are transition-
al anes which arise nswe move
from the ald top-down system
toonegenuinely based onlocal
decision-tuking.”

HDC hos lost a number of

appeals recently including
several south of Billingshurst,
while councillors approved
75 homes east of the village
Instyear astheyfuced the pros-
pectof losing an appeal for 550
homeson the same site,

Two schemes in Henleld,
ane for 102 homes east of Man-
ar Clese, and another for 160
homes pillWestEnd Lane, were
both approved on appeal.

In Junethis year Nick Her-
bert, MP for Arundel and South
Downs, vowed to ‘abelish’ the
Planning Inspectorate claim-
ing thiswould stopun uneleet:
ed body doing more damage in
the future.

Meanwhile the Horsham
District Planning Framewark,
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which included 2,500 homes
and a new business park north
of the A264, was approved
by the couneil in April. Atthe
April meeting it was argued
Lhat if the plan wus not ap-
proved HDC would continue
to bevulnerable Lo speculative
planningapplications, Theplan
has now been sent to the plan-
ninginspector whowill test its
soundness in a series of exami-
nation hearings set to start on
November 4.



