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* Local authorities
considering whether
to adopt as SPD

 Even without this the
Guide will be a

High Weald Housing material planning
Design Guide consideration

Building better, building beautiful in the AONB

The High Weald AONB

andingly beautiful Medieval landscape
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Why Produce a Design Guide? X
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* Nationally designated landscape with a
legal duty to have regard to conserving
and enhancing its natural beauty

* Unprecedented levels of development —
iIncrease from 186dpa 2001-2011 to
895dpa 2015-2017

* Many housing developments lack local
distinctiveness — could be anywhere.



A ‘landscape-led” approach

Landscape-led design means using
landscape as a framework to understand
the site and formulate a design response.
Applying a landscape-led approach
requires analysing the context, character,
gualities and socio-ecological functioning
of the proposed site within its wider
landscape setting, and using this
understanding to inform site design,
capacity and detailing.



Understanding the High Weald
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THE NATURAL BEAUTY OF THE HIGH WEALD COMPRISES

[The High We

Management
Plan 2019-2024

A statutory plan setting out local authority policies for the management
of the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONE)

m Five defining components of characterthat hawe

rmada tha High 'Weald 3 recognisably distinet and

hornoge nous area for at laact the last 700 yweare:

1. Geology, landform and water systems — 3 deeply
incizad, ridgad ard faultted lardformof clays and
eand stone with nurnenous gill streammes

2. Settlement — disparsad hictaric settlarmant
including high densities of isolatad farmstaads and
late Madieval villagas fourded ontrade ard mon-
agricufturalrural industrias

3. Aouteways — adense retworkof historic iouteways
[mow roade, tracks and pathe)

4. Woodland — abundance of ancient wioodland, highly
intarconrected and in smallbalding s

c. Field and Heath — =rmall, irregular and prod uctive
fialds, boundad by hedparcers and woode, and
typically usad for livestock grazing; with distinctive
ronasof loweland heaths, ard inred rivarvalleye,

B Lland-based economy and related rural life bound

upwith,and urdarpinning, tha obsarvable charactar of
tha landecapa with roote sttand ing deap into history.
Anincreasinghy broad-based economy but with a
significant land-based sactor and related commu nity
lifa focusad on miwed farming [particularly family
farms and smallholdings), woodland managament and
rural crafte.

Otherqualities and faaturacs that are connactad to

the interaction batweentha landscape and paopla and
wihich enrichcharactar corporants. Such qualitias

and featuratanhance haalthand wallbeing, and fostar
anjoyrnant and appreciation of the beautyof naturs.
Thesa include kcally distinctive feat ures which enrich
the charactarcomponents such as historic parks and
gardens, orchard s, hop pardans, wataran treas, along
wiit h their rich and varied biodivareity, and a wide range
of appaaling ard kcallydistinctive historic buildings
including oast housacs, farm buildings, Wealdan Hall
houzac and thair azeociatad features such asclay-

tike catslide roofs. Paople value the wondarf ul viewrs

and soanic baauty of tha High 'Weald with its relative
tranquillity. They appraciata the area's anciantrec s

and senga of history, its intrinsicalbrdark land scape
wiith the opportunity tosae our cwrn galazy — the Milky
‘Way — ard the ability to pet cloza to nature through the
rrirriad public right s of wanyr.
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SETTLEMENTS IN THE HIGH WEALD : BUILT FORM CHARACTERISTICS

FRANT

ls 3 village in East Sussexwhich grew uparound the
intarsaction of routeways bounded by greensjoommons which
weere usad fortrading. Its remaining greens are anintegral part
of its character.

This type of settlement form is highby characteristicof High
‘Weald villages, with clusters of buidings punctuated bya
ryriad of routevvays, and built form facing onto lanes and
greansof varying scake.

Typical sattlement following the ridgeline

BURWASH
Is 3 village in East Sussexwiththe mediaevalcore follxwing the
line of the main routewayalong the Heathfizld Ridge.

The coreof the village ischaracterisad bytight-knit linear buitt
frontage, common tothe many sattlements withinthe High
‘Weald which follow the ridgetops. More modern development
tand to *spill' down the slopes,contrary tothis historic
sattlement pattern withinthe landscape.

14thcantury markat sattlemant

ARDINGLY

Avillage inWest Sussax with two distinct cantres: the older
Saxon settlermant in the westaround the church and the later
redisavaltrading settlement around the intersectionof two
routevrays in the east.

In common withother ‘dual'cantre sattlernents within the
High'Weal, the continued separation batweenthase two
sattlements is an intrinsic part of its characterand is crucial
to baing ablke to®read’ its historic settlemant pattarn, and how
the settlement relates toits immediate land scape context.

Key
fHE Epach1{(1263-1304)

T : = [ FLES a4 [ Epach301908-1912)
Charactaristictizht-knit settlemant in the High Weald : 7 i e mosomdem)
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Has the design:

Analysed the site and wider landscape?
Identified views in and out of the site?

Used historic maps to identify feature to retain and
reinstate?

|dentified existing site features to incorporate?
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DG2 Connecting beyond the .
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Has the design:

« Connected to existing routes in the area, reinstated lost
routes and added new routes?

« Avoided dead-end or cul-de-sac street patterns?
« Created soft transitions to the countryside?

* Presented active edges to public spaces?

« Avoided the need for screening?




DG3 Layout & Structuring the
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Site
Has the layout and structure:
« Worked with local topography?

« Used a range of street types arranged into a logical hierarchy?
« Designed junctions to be pedestrian friendly?

« Arranged public spaces of good size and shape?




DG4 Using Buildings to
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Define Streets & Spaces
Do buildings and plots:

« Have a strong relationship with the street?

* Form a consistent building line?

« Support the street hierarchy and minimise left over space?

« Have clear boundaries between public and private open space?
* Provide active frontages to public open space?




DGS5 The Right Built Form

Does the built form:
* Reflect the local grain and pattern of development?
« Support the street pattern and character?

« Use a mix of building sizes, spacing and form across the site to
reflect and reinforce High Weald character?
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DG6 Parking Strategies x
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Is the parking:
« Adequate and close to the homes it serves?

« Discretely located so that cars and hard-standings do not
dominate the character of the street?

 In courts that are easy, attractive and safe to use?




DG7 Building appearance, local ,
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details and sustainable design s

Do the materials and details complement and reinforce High
Weald character by:

 Incorporating local products of the High Weald such as wood
and clay?

« Using a colour palette as recommended in the High Weald
Colour Study?

* Referencing local details such as windows and chimneys?

* Referencing local character in roofscapes, mcludlng pitch,

P lette
covering materials and eaves" A EAw !.
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DGS8 Ancillary & Storage X
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Has the design:
« Understood the storage requirements of each home?

« Created space to store waste and recycling containers in a way
that does not detract from the street scene?
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DG9 Detailing the Street x
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Has the design:

* Referenced local street types rather than used standard
approaches to street design in the scheme?

« Used a simple palette of materials and designed the street to
be free of clutter?

« Avoided unnecessary light pollution?
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DG10 Reinforcing Local
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Planting Character & Habitats
Has the design:

 Incorporated attractive, locally-appropriate native planting
schemes in the public realm and as boundaries to dwellings?

* Developed management plans for public green spaces that use
traditional land-management skills and support local industry?

« Maximised opportunities to support characteristic wildlife and
retain/provide habitats?




