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What I’m going to be talking about

• What is Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre?

• Making information on Sussex’s flora & fauna 
accessible

– Biological recording

– Habitat mapping

• How biodiversity information is used

• The Sussex Local Wildlife Site Initiative

• How you can get involved



I joined Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre three years ago







currently very interested in fungi!



What is the 

Sussex Biodiversity 

Record Centre?





A repository for local 
biodiversity information



A repository for local 
biodiversity information

A local biodiversity 
information service



A repository for local 
biodiversity information

A local biodiversity 
information service ^



A natural capital 
information service 

for Sussex



Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre
• We are an impartial provider of environmental 

information services encompassing biodiversity, 
geodiversity and other aspects of Sussex’s natural capital

• We work in partnership with data users and data 
providers, for public benefit

• We are not for profit and hosted by Sussex Wildlife Trust

• We are one of many local environmental record centres 
situated around the UK



Association of Local 
Environmental Record Centres

• A community interest company
formed in 2009 – providing a 
central voice for LERCs

• Raises awareness of the 
services that LERCs provide

• Runs an LERC accreditation 
system

• Supports LERCs in developing
and improving their services

• An active member of the 
National Biodiversity Network



What types of information 
do we collect on Sussex’s 

flora and fauna?



Wildlife sightings, or ‘biological records’



Sussex Fungus Group

WWFRG
West Weald Fungus
Recording Group
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Sussex Fungus Group
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… plus all the 

National Recording 

Schemes

@NBNTrust

@___BRC___

Biological Record Centre

National Biodiversity Network



IMAGE © Brad Scott | Forest Row natural history group



Graeme Lyons – SWT Ecologist – 6,968 species recorded in the UK

Many species new to Sussex, mostly on SWT Reserves

Data helps make management decisions

www.analternativenaturalhistoryofsussex.blogspot.co.uk 

@graemelyons

www.brc.ac.uk/psl/

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://analternativenaturalhistoryofsussex.blogspot.com/&ei=geIvVbjdE5Hoav6XgLgP&bvm=bv.91071109,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNGznlsFrXX52aDo0kIr48adYNLCxA&ust=1429287976683582


The Sussex biological recorders’ seminar





How do we 
capture all of 

these records?



14 notebooks
43 years of data
10 years of digitising
43,000 records
2,270 species







Habitat information



Habitat surveys: Ancient Woodland

• Original survey in 1980s/1990s

• Revised to include sites under 2 
hectares

• Provides a robust evidence base 
for planning decisions affecting 
ancient woodland

• Allows us to identify threats, 
improve areas of connectivity and 
highlight opportunities for  
strategic management of key 
woodlands



Ordnance Survey – First Edition, 25 inch to 1 mile 
(Epoch 1) 1869-75

Any newly designated ancient 
woodland would be on both the 
Epoch 1 map and the modern 
aerial photographs.



Epoch 1 compared to Master Map layer



West Sussex 2007 Aerial Photographs





Legend

Revised Ancient Woodland Inventory

Original Ancient Woodland Inventory



4,500 additional hectares

1,600 new sites

1,800ha of woodland surveyed

12,000 new records



Hurstpierpoint parish habitat survey

IMAGE © Hurstpierpoint woodland, flora & fauna group



• 99% of SSSIs were in favourable
or ‘recovering’ condition

• 31% of LWS were in favourable
or ‘recovering’ condition.

State of lowland calcareous grassland



How do we 
manage all of this 

data?



Geographic Information Systems and 

the Habitat & Land Use Tool 



Who uses all this 
information?



Sussex Wildlife 
Trust

South Downs 
National Park

Landscape Scale Projects

Environment Agency

Brighton and Hove 
City Council

East Sussex 
County Council

West Sussex 
County Council

Horsham District 
CouncilCrawley Borough 

Council

Chichester District 
Council

Mid Sussex District 
Council

Adur & Worthing 
Councils

Arun District 
Council

Lewes & Eastbourne 
Councils

Wealden District 
Council

Rother District 
Council

National Trust

Forestry Commission

Districts & Boroughs

County Councils
& Other Authorities

Environmental NGOs

Gov’t
Bodies

Others

Woodland Trust

Sussex IFCA

Portsmouth Water

Southern Water



Our partners need this information to 
fulfil their functions

“Every public authority must, in exercising its functions, 
have regard, so far as is consistent with the proper 
exercise of those functions, to the purpose of 
conserving biodiversity.”

The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006

“The planning system should contribute to and 
enhance the natural and local environment...”

National Planning Policy Framework



Services to partners

• Species with statutory designation, under 
international and national legislation

• Species with non-statutory designation 
including the Sussex Rare Species Inventory

• Bats

• Notable Birds

• Invasive Non Native Species



Data request service



Our charges

An administrative fee is applied if a data 
request is made for the following reasons:

• Supporting evidence for a planning 
application / ecological appraisal for 
proposed development

• Utilities or infrastructure works

A reduced fee is applied if a data request is 
made for the following reasons:

• Conservation / land management

• Neighbourhood Plan

No fee is charged if a data request is made 
for the following reasons:

• Comment on a submitted or upcoming 
planning application

• Academic project or research

• Investigate wildlife crime

• Personal interest



Data request service
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Number of data requests we receive each year is going up



Bespoke services

Evidence for Neighbourhood Development Plans



That’s a lot of information 
about recording wildlife… 
what about keeping it for 

tomorrow?



An uplifting tale 
of organisations 
working in 
partnership to 
protect and 
enhance the 
natural 
environment



Local Wildlife Sites (LWSs) are non-statutory sites that contain 
features of substantive nature conservation value. Formerly 
known in Sussex as Sites of Nature Conservation Importance 
(SNCIs).

Local Wildlife Sites form a vital component of ecological networks
in Sussex.



637 sites in Sussex

63 in Brighton & Hove 
(40 not in SDNP)

240 in the South Downs 
National Park

290 in West Sussex (172 
not in SDNP)

285 in East Sussex
(243 not in SDNP)

Local Wildlife Sites in Sussex



Sussex Local Wildlife Sites Initiative 

AIM

To have a functioning LWS system which ensures 
LWSs can be accurately represented in local 
plans, given due consideration in the planning & 
development process and receive targeted 
management advice, with the ultimate aim of 
conserving biodiversity



Sussex Local Wildlife Sites Initiative



Sussex Local Wildlife Sites Initiative 

Introducing 
Daniel Watkins –
our new Local 
Wildlife Sites 
Officer for Sussex

Keep an eye on the 
SxBRC e-newsletter for 
more info



Get involved

• Sign up for our e-newsletter via the sxbrc.org.uk homepage

• Set yourself up with an iRecord account at 
brc.ac.uk/irecord

• Come along to the Sussex Biological Recorders’ Seminar on 
16 February 2018

• Join a local wildlife recording group

• Talk to your parish council or neighbourhood planning 
group about how they’re accessing biodiversity 
information – and tell them about SxBRC!


