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v ‘ital for people to know about road plans before it’s too late

allagree
the A27
Chichester
bypassneeds
upgrading
butwhat's the solution?
Upgrading the existing
route seemed most likely until
recently whenacoupleof new
draft proposals have come
tolight showing a brand new
northern bypass, Spirit FM
teamed up with the Coun-

ty Times'sister paperthe
Chichester Observertoask
for clarity on the situation as
Highways England wouldn't
sayanythingin public, sowe
both decided to publish the
draft mapstogive the public
moreofanideaabout the im-
plications ofthese plans. High-
ways England has commis-
sioned roadscompany Matt
MacDonald to come up with
potential routes around the

city to taketraffic offthe A27,
when they are officially made
public, they willonly be open
to public consultation forjust
six weeks, surelythisisn'tlong
enough for such a bigdeci-
sion? Local campaign group
‘Chichester Deserves Better’
hasbeen working closely with
Spirit FM and the Observerto
tryand get more information
outtothe publicabout these
plans, butitsbeenprovinga

difficult task as so many peo-
ple have been forced tosign
confidentially agreements
ornottalk about the plans
publicly. Youmight besouth
of Chichesterand thinkinga

getstuckintraffictryingtoget
across the A27 from Bognor,
Selseyand the Witterings.
However, what we aren’t been
toldisthat ifthe newroad goes

ahead, we could see around
34,000 new homes being built
tothenorthofthe Cityitself
andasaresult the current
traffic levels will return to the
current A27within about five

years.

Soitwould appear that this
isn'tin the long-term interests
of Chichesterorall the sur-
rounding towns and villages
atall. Thereisalsotheissue of
any futureinvestment funds

beimdm-tedawayfmm the
currentroad tothe newone,
sothetrafficlevelswillreturn
Lo those we see now, but with
no prospect ofimprovements.
Ifyouhaven't yet seen the
draft proposals lurge you to
have a look on the Spirit and
Observerwebsitesasit'svital
as many people know about
these plans before it'stoolate
and Chichester really does
deserve better!



