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COMMENT BY MAYFIELD MARKET TOWNS

Mayfield director puts
the case for a new town

Company director argues that the controversial proposal for a new market town actually offers an
effective way to ease the district’s housing issues
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port sustainability must come
from enabling more and more
peopletomake more journeys
by foot, by bike or bus. The use
ofa carshould beachoice, nota
necessity for most journeys.
But thatisnot the case now
with somany areas where
village shopsand primary
schoolshave closed and the
employment is soremote
from rural housing. Theaim
inmasterplanning new mixed
usecommunitiesistoensure
that all regular needs, includ-
ing schools, shopsand doctors'
surgeries, are soclosethat
walking or cycling are realistic
options and any carjourneyis
mereifully short. Going beyond
the shortest journeys, a town of
25,000 people can justify prop-
erbusservices, park and ride
and otherinnovative trans-
portideaslikecarclubstogive
people thereal benefits of easy
transport at lower cost tothe
environment and themselves,
Mayfieldswill in overall trans-
port terms be more sustaina-
blethan a housing estate fitted
on the edge of a railway town
like Burgess Hill, Haywards
Heathor East Grinstead.

MAYFIELDS'DIRECTORS
Mayfieldsis nota pipe dream,
norisitaracing certainty. It
is put forward by four people
with exceptional experience
takentogether of politics,
planning and practical devel-
opment. Oneofthem, Lord
Matthew Taylor, hasbeen
repeatedly criticized by Nick
Herbert for hisconflict of in-
terestin becomingadirector
of Mayfields. The Planning
Minister has confirmed that
Lord Taylor’sinterest was fully
declared and that thereisno
conflict. lwould gofurther.
Thereisanaturalalignment
between Lord Taylor'sviews

expressed in his widely regard-
ed Rural Housing Review for
thelast Government (written
three years before Mayfields
wasformed)and hisworkon
Planning Guidance for the Coa-
lition which waswell advanced
before wemet him.

Itwashis beliefin vibrant,
mixed use communities asan
antidotetothecountryside
becoming adormitory for city
workers that brought him to-
gether with myselfand the oth-
ertwofounders of Mayfields.
Inhelping uswith hisinsights
and knowledge of rural plan-
ning and housingissues, heis
merely trying to make areality
ofthe policieshe has already
articulated at the request of the
previous Labour Government
and the Coalition,

LOCALISM AND THEDUTYTO
COOPERATE
Mayfieldsapplaudsthe spirit of
the Localism Act 2012. Howev-
er, the question the Act failsto
addressis “Howlocal islocal?™
Arewe talking about a street,
avillage, aneighbourhood, a
town, a District Council oreven
perhapsasub-region?

The Localism Actimposesa
dutyoneach Local Author-
ity to cooperate with nearby
Authoritiesinassessingand
meeting needs for housing
and employment. Fewer than
100 homesareimmediately af-
fected by the proposed location
of Mayfields.

How does one balance the
concernsoftheirresidents
with those ofall the peoplein
the Coast to Capital (Croydon
to Brighton) Local Enterprise
Partnershipwhichisthe newly
invented Government sub-
regioninwhichthey live?

Or, closer tohome, theinter-
estsofthe 200,000 peoplewho
live in Horsham and Crawley
andareconcerned at other
housing proposals, such as
3,000 new homesin North
Horsham, which will lead to
the converged City of Craw-
sham?

Sohow dowe proceed from
here? Wearetryingtoenter
intoa productive dialogue with
locally interested people so
that they can truthfully assess
what Mayfieldshasto offer.
The answer tofinding the op-
timum solution, whetheror
notitisthe Mayfields solution,
isa proper dialogue between
all parties and asystemwhich
encouragesat anearly stagea
full range of optionsto be put
forward and considered.



Thursday, January 2, 2014 Mid Sussex Times

DIRECTOR PETER FREEMAN

One of three options put forward for a new town. For more details visit www.mayfieldtowns. co.uk



