terminally grounded?

before an expected Government announcement on the airport expansion

ing runways, the three op-
tionsonthe table.
However PM Theresa
May has refused torule but
new runways at both loca-

tions, and she is chairing a
Cabinetaviation committes
due to make a decision next
week after the Tory Party
Conference ﬁmshr:s.

Campaign groups, coun-
cils, and MPs surrounding
Gatwick have opposed a
second runway due Lo con-
cerns arcund infrastruc-

ture and the environment,
but business leaders have
highlighted the economic
boast expansion at the nir-
port could bring,

The airport itself
announced a strategic
partnership with Bechtel,
the firm behind the Chan-
nel Tunnel and Crossrail,

enrlier this week to help
deliver a second runway
by 2025 if the Government
gives the go-ahead toils
axpansion.

‘We ean’t recreate our countryside and héritage’

By David Johnson, Chajr-
man CPRE Sussex:

While travelling around
Sussex for the Campaign
to Protect Rural England,

T R

local people
tell me Lhat their
voiees are not being
heard whenitcomeastonew
developmentintheirneigh-
bourhood.

lalso see Sussex councls
struggling under continu-
ing Government pressure
tofindyet more sites forde-
velopment. This pressure
ig mel by lerce communi-
ty challenges as local resi-
¢ dents fight to protect what
% mukes Sussex special - its
tranguil rural beauty.

As building new infra-
structure and swathes of
new homes seem to be re-
garded as the key to inflat-
ingtheUK's economy, there

government’s imminent
statement on airport ex-
pansion. .

Ifully understand why
the possibility of n second
runway at Galwick caus-
e8 such angulsh
and why 12 local
authorities and
eight senior MPs all op-
poseits expunsion; itwould
threaten towns and coun-
tryside far and wide.

Already one council, 46
milesfrom the airport, isar-
guing for major local road
improvements citing Gat-
wick as areason,

I remember my very
first flight from Gatwick
to Guernsey in the Sixties
when the airport was more
like a train station, just a
canvenient place to catch
nplane,

Taday Gatwick ismore
like an expensive shapping
malland geriesof carpocks
with planesattached.

| can also remember
a meecting last June in a

isfurther concernoverthe  beautiful CiBth farmhouse
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adjacent to the southern
pecimeterwhere we all hod
to shout to be heard s the
smell of kerosene lingered
in the air and jets thun-
dered pass.

. While the nuisance of

mireraft noise, light and pir
pollution and the impoet
on local traffie is [amiliar
to many of us, any exten-
sion to Gatwick threatens
Lo worsen thisblight.

The burden of a greater
Gatwick fills mewith dread
- ‘progress’ should not lead
to adeeline in aic quality,
the bulldozing of ancient
woadlands and the loss of
glorious, tranquil country-
side.

Gatwick lies in the lee
of Lthe Norlh Downs sur-
rounded by three ‘Areas of
Cutstanding Natural Beau-
ty' which enjoy the same

protections ns the National

Parks.

Thisirreplaceable land-
scape ls under Lhreat
and at least 17 Grade
11 listed brui]dings

would needto be bulldozed
simply to enable more UK
residents to travel out of

-the counlry on low cost

holidays.
Sussex would shoulder
much of the burden of a
Gatwick expansion - a re-
port produced by the pro-
Gatwick group,
Gatwick Dia-
mond, has TP
revealed i

the expansion would ere-
ate the necd for 52,000 ad-
ditional homes and acres of
nssociated services and in-
frastructure.

This would generate
another 100,000 new cor
Journeys and 90,000 new
rail passengers - pushing

the Ma3 and M2s5 Lo ci-
pacity and crippling
the London-Bright-
on-eadl line, Rail
Trock has al-

ready made it

A S0 elear that the

‘ Brighton Line
cauld not
cope with
an influx on
thissealeand
would be un-
" able to expand
or remedy pinch
points on the line.
Gatwick already
huas prob-

* Weareall responsibleforour

lems with aireraft noise it
seems unable Lo solve,

With no respite from
two runways, day and
night, 7 days a week, what
would the impact be of
an increase in flights to
560,000 planes o yearover
a0 mile radius?

Who will benefit from
Galwick expansion? 10 the
E£40 million advertising
compaign and propagan-
da is effective, then prob-
ably only Gatwick Airport
Ltd, its foreign sharehold-
ers and its executives - one
of whom, aceording tothe
Sunday Times, will benefit
by £5 millionwhen the aic-
port is sold.

We may be smart about
our lechnology but wecan't
recreateour countryside, an-
cientwoodland, and heritage.

legaey; surely we should be.
leaving behindabetter world
by preserving our country-
gide from such destructive
developmenls a8 a new run-
way at Gatwick.




